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2020 was a year like no other. As the pandemic gripped the world, 
affecting our lives in ways profound and prosaic, we at NCSE like everyone 
else pivoted with each new development. Once schools, museums, and science 
centers closed, we figured out ways to adapt to the new socially distanced 
realities.

Our Supporting Teachers program moved its efforts online, providing a regular 
source of virtual professional learning for NCSE’s cadre of teacher ambassadors. 
We began developing a set of lessons on the nature of science that 
incorporated epidemiology and questions of science related to COVID-19. And 
to help everyone, but particularly teachers, navigate the science misinformation 
that has been so prevalent throughout the pandemic, we launched an 

informative series of articles that we call our Coronavirus Teachable Moments, aimed at helping 
educators and their students analyze and understand the science of the pandemic making the news. 

Our community engagement program, Breaking Down Barriers, created web-based activities like a 
virtual role-playing Town Hall game that helps get participants actively involved in decision-making 
about climate change mitigation. Our six graduate student outreach fellows, some of whom helped 
develop the Town Hall game, focused their energy on understanding informal science education and 
turned that knowledge into mobile apps related to local park ecosystems, a traveling genetics exhibit, 
and research papers.

Of course, our Catalyzing Action program, which monitors and mobilizes against legislation and policy 
developments that threaten the accurate teaching of climate science and evolution, continued its work 
unabated. 

In addition, we published the results of two research efforts—one that assessed the treatment of 
climate change in all 50 state science standards, and one that focused on evolution education in 
public schools around the country. And through it all, our members and supporters made it possible for 
us to hew to our mission  —for that, we are eternally grateful.

Sincerely, 

Ann Reid
Executive Director

OUR MISSION 

NCSE promotes and defends accurate and effective 
science education, because everyone deserves to 

engage with the evidence.



NCSE AT WORK IN 2020
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https://skepticalinquirer.org/2020/09/evolution-education-what-a-difference-a-dozen-years-makes/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/2020/10/08/texas-earns-an-f-in-how-it-teaches-students-about-climate-change-groups-say/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/evolution-education-in-the-u-s-is-getting-better/
https://ncse.ngo/science-standards-safe-idaho-now
https://ncse.ngo/science-way-knowing
https://ncse.ngo/climate-change-summit-100k-challenge
https://ncse.ngo/evolve-your-park
https://ncse.ngo/will-herd-immunity-save-us
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/02/climate/schools-climate-curriculum.html


Financial Report
We are grateful for the ongoing 
support and dedication of the 
individual supporters and foundations 
who make our work possible.

Board of Directors

Staff

Officers

Kenneth R. Miller
President
Brown University

Benjamin D. Santer
Secretary
Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory

Michael Haas
Treasurer
Orion Renewable  
Energy Group

Directors

Vicki Chandler
Minerva Schools at KGI

Sarah B. George
University of Utah

Michael B. Lubic
K&L Gates

Michael E. Mann
Penn State University

Naomi Oreskes
Harvard University

Barry Polisky
Retired

Lorne Trottier
Matrox

Ann Reid
Executive Director

Lin Andrews
Director of Teacher 
Support

Glenn Branch
Deputy Director

Kate Carter
Director of Community 
Science Education

Emma Doctors
Program Coordinator

Stuart Fogg
IT Project Specialist

Nina Hollenberg
Member Relations 
Manager

Rae Holzman
Director of Operations

Deb Janes
Director of Development

Paul Oh
Director of 
Communications

■ Program: $827,479 (60%)

■ General and Administration:  
$345,915 (25%)  

■ Fundraising: $205,351 (15%)

■ Individuals: $1,049,645 (79%)

■ Earned income: $179,847 (13%)

■ Foundations: $103,500 (8%)

Total Expenses 2020
$1,378,745

Total Income 2020
$1,332,992
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